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Dear Mr. Glenn: |

Re: Pmposeii Draft Decision on Regional Official Plan Amendment No. 38
MNMAH File No.: 24-OP-0027-038 . . :

| am pleased to share with you a proposed partial draft decision, as b'repareé by my staff, to

address the majority of policies in Regional Official Plan Amendment No. 38 (ROPA 38).

The.Region of Halton adopted Official Plan Amendment No 38to brmg the Regional OPinto
conformity-with the Growth Flan for thie Greater Golden Horseshoe Greenbell Pian and the
Provincial Policy Statement, 2005.

ROPA 38 was the subject of a multi- -ministry review threugh the One Window Planning
Service which examined both the draft and adopted versions of the plan. MMAH staff mat
and worked closely with Regional staff on numerous-occasions and productively adc%ressed

many key areas of ROPA 38

The Ministry would fike to commend the Region for its notable efforts to improve the policy
framework of the Regnonat Official Plan through the implementation of strong environmental
protection policies, an appropriate development phasing strategy, meeting Growth Plan
intensification and greenfield density targets, and the protection of employment lands,

The proposed partial draft decision includes several modifications to ROPA 38, along with a
number of new madifications; including the addition of new policies. The proposed
modifications to the OF will improve consistency with the Provincial Policy. Statement and
irnprove conformity with the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe.

The proposed draft decision identifies areas of the amendment that are supported and areas
where modifications are recommended; the draft decision:

® supports the majority of the Urban Area and growth management policies, mciudmg
the distribution of growth as set out in table 1 of ROPA 38,

@ recognizes the Agricultural Rural Area and Reglonal Natural Heritage System policy
framework {outside the Greenbelt Plan Area),



s strengthens policies to protect prime agricultural areas and ensure that agricuiture as
a land use is not hindered;

¢ supports harmonization of the OF with the policies of the Parkway Belt West Plan;

s removes specific references and mapping of Future Strategic Employment Areas, but
includes alternative wording to support Regional goals in this regard;

° incorparates new definitions to strengthen the Regional policy framewark. .

Matters not Addressed in the Draft Decision:

At this time, MMAH is not in a position to provide draft modifications or & draft decision for a
number of key areas of the OP. It is anticipated that through further discussion with regional
staff the following matters can be addressed, prior to issuance of a final decision.

The Ministry continués to have concerns with the Regional approach with respect to
Greenbelt Plan conformity, and has advised the Region that it must identify ar appropriate
approach o address these concerns. Further modifications 1o the Greenbelt Plan related
policies and mapping are therefore anticipated.

The Ministry has also identified concerns with the Region's land budget methodolegy in
relation to the proposed employment area land supply. As we have identified previously and
consistently across the province, the Ministry does not support the use of vacancy rates and
underutilization variables when determining future land needs’. Further discussion between
the Ministry and Region will be nécessary to address these concerns. In the interim, as per
discussions with Regional staff, the Ministry is proposing to withhold a decision on the
designation of approximately 110 ha of new employment fand (see Map 1 aftached). This
decision would be withheld pending the outcome of such discussions and the findings refated
to future transportation corridors planned for this area.

Other parts of the OF have also not been addressed-through this draft partial decision,
including: certaln remaining agricultural policies, natural heritage policies, mineral aggregate
policies, land use schedules, deferrals and referrals, and other technical matters such as EIS
requirements. Accordingly, additional modifications to the amendment to address ’the«zse
mafters are expec:ted

The raisonaie for the policy modifications and the non-decision areas is provided m the
appendix {o this letter.

The Drafl Demsmn

Proposed draft modrﬂmﬂons are attached for your review., Please note; these modiftcailons do not
reflect any technical medifications the Region may have requestad. MMAH is commitled to
continuing the ongoing dialogue with the Region in order to address these matters and prepare &
supplemeantary draft decision, wherem the halance of the ROPA will be addressed

Please contact Mark Christie at the Municipal Services Office - Central Raglon at (416 585 —6063
if you have any questions or require additional information.

£ —'5(‘_‘ iaf
arry Clay
Reglonal Direclor




APPENDIX
Greenbelt Plan Policy Area

The current policy framework proposed by ROPA 38 identifies the Greenbelt Plan Area,
including the Greenbelt Natural Heritage System, but only provides basic poticy tinrechon fo
local municipalities who are to provide more detailed implementation policies and mapping, in
accordance with the Greenbelt Plan, In order to ensure consistency across the Province, the
Ministry has dirécied the Region to implement Greénbelt policies inlo its pmi:cy_ﬁamework that
will provide clear direction to local municipalities as they amend their own Official Plans to
ensure Greenbelt conformity.

Furthermore, it is noted that the Regionat Plan takes two approaches to conformity, {1) for
lands north of the Niagara Escarpment and (2) for lands south of the Niagara Escarpment.
The Ministry would like to see a policy framework wherain the Greenbelt Plan is applied
consistently across the Regionh while still ensuring that the local context, where appropriate, is
addressed. Further discussion befween the Region and Ministry staff will be necessary to
address this issie and to collabératively develop policy modifications to ensure conformity
with the Greenbelt Plan.

Future Strategic Empiayment Areds

The Region'is pmpos g to identify Future Strategic Employment Lands (Map 1C) which are
not presently withiss the Urban Area, Provincial Policy does not support the delineation of
tand for urban uses that exceed the 20-year planning horizon as noted in both in the Growth
Plan and the Provincial Poiicy Statement,

The Ministry is proposmg to delete future strategic employment areas as shown on Map 1C
and has included modifications to delete arid/or revise the following re ated policies: 51. 2(2}
77.3,139.3(2), 139,86, 139.7, and 259.2.

The Ministry has proposed a modification to SEECUUF] 7?(7)f)v: i sndudmg ianguage dlrec‘{s that
the Region will designate lands for émployment use which are in the vicinity of strategic
infrastructuie or transportation facilities, when such lands dre brought into the urban area
pursuant {o a municipal comprehensive review, to help protect these areas from potential
residential development.

Mineral Resource Extraction Areas

The Region has advanced a policy approach for mineral aggregate resources which appears
to be more restrictive than the policies in the Provingial Policy Statement and the Greenbelt
Plan. This is contrary to provincial policy that directs municipalities to protect aggregate
resources for the long term and ensure that development activities do not preciude or hinder
the current or future extraction of these resources.

In addition, the Region has proposed policies which relate to matters beyond their jurisdiction,
such as licensing which is reguiated under the Aggregate Resources Act. Further discussion
between the Region and Ministry staff is necessary to address these concerns.

Employment Land Needs

The Region's Jand budget methodology used to support the designation of additional
employment land does not appear to fully comply with provincial guidelines and policy. The
province does not support the use of vacancy rates or underutilization variables. It appears
that these assumptions may have led to an overestimation of land needed for future
employment growth in Halton Region. Further discussion is required between the Region
and the province o address this issue. In the interim, the Ministry is proposing to withhold &
decision on approximately 110 ha of new employment land, as shown on Map 1, in order to
satisfy these concerns: The area identified for this purpose is aiso subject to an
Environmental Assessment process to identify a future transportation connection to Highway



407 {Halton Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study).
Natural Features

The Region's proposed natural heritage system policy framework intends to protect ali natura
heritage features equally within the system. Fine tuning of the policies regarding the
protection of the natural heritage syster are required to provide sufficient clarity with respect
to the protection of natural features (wetiar;d woodlots, stc) to.meet the mtent of the
Provincial POI%C}I Statement,

Mapping
Map 1E.

The Region has identified pfi’me agricultural areas on Map 1E. The boundary of these areas
should be further axamined to ensure that prime agricultural areas are comprised of
appropriate contiguous blocks and meet the intent of the Provincial Policy Staterent.

Map 1F:

This map includes mingral resource areas that have already been extracted or donot
represent viable sources of mineral aggregate. Further discussion is required between the
Region and the Minisiry to clarify which areas should be removed from Map 4F.

Map 3

The Region has not identified conceptual routes for proposed provincial iranspoftatlon
corridars, including the GTA West-and Nidgara GTA corridors. Given that the formal EA
processes are underway for both the GTA West and Niagara GTA corridors, the Region
should recognize these on-going planning initiatives for infrastructuré which may have
significant impact on the transportation syster in Halton Region. in thisregard, the Ministry
has included a modification to 173(1) of the Official Plan and identified the conceptua%
corridors on Map 3, as shown in the-attached draﬁ: dacision.



Map 3
Functional Plan of Major Transportation Facilities
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