Premier Dalton McGuinty


Queens Park


Room 281, Main Legislative Building


Queen's Park, Toronto, ON


M7A 1A4





Re:  Greenbelt Report and the MPH / GTA – Niagara Economic Corridor





Dear Premier McGuinty:





This message will serve to express some of my concerns as a citizen and a taxpayer regarding the planned construction of the Mid-Peninsula Highway (MPH), now referred to as the GTA - Niagara economic corridor. 





Both the Greenbelt Paper and the draft Growth Plan refer to the GTA – Niagara economic transportation corridor.  The similarity to the MPH leaves no doubt that it is the MPH renamed.  While future transportation needs must of course be planned for, I feel that the inclusion of the MPH at the onset of both of these progressive plans does not bode well for significant change in transportation planning in this province.  Their inclusion is based on the faulty work originally completed by the Ministry of Transportation for the MPH and the need for a corridor has yet to be determined.  As such, I feel that the process has taken away my voice as a citizen, that other alternatives to the planned route have still been ignored, and that terrible environmental harm will be done to the Niagara Escarpment if the MPH / economic corridor proceeds.  It is inappropriate for specific examples of transportation corridors to be sited in the Greenbelt plan before establishing need and completing a full environmental assessment.  I strongly believe that reference to the GTA - Niagara economic corridor should be removed from the Greenbelt report.





Your election promise to subject the MPH to a full environmental assessment was welcomed.  Your government’s further progress with the Greenbelt and Growth plans are further evidence that we are heading in the right direction in terms of balancing growth with the environment.  In general I support your direction, however, a statement enshrining the government’s commitment to completing full environmental assessments for infrastructure proposals such as the GTA - Niagara economic corridor must be included in both plans and supporting legislation as well as a statement clearing giving weight and commitment to developing alternate modes of transportation FIRST.  This would include giving priority to and proper consideration for transit, rail and marine.


  


The original process for the MPH was hurried, and that made it difficult for the voice of the citizen to be heard.  The speed with which the Greenbelt and Growth Plan are being unveiled is having the same effect.  The public consultation process regarding the Greenbelt report needs be extended to co-ordinate with the Growth Management Plan and the Transportation Master Plan currently being crafted by the province.  Although little has been shared publicly on the Transportation Plan, by its very nature, it will profoundly affect infrastructure and highway planning on the Niagara Escarpment.





Finally, I am concerned that the big picture has been lost in the detail.  The issue of the impact of infrastructure projects on our health has not been addressed in the Greenbelt Plan or the Growth Plan.  Our habit of building highways has cost us in unforeseen ways.  The resulting pollution has affected our environment and our health.  Studies continually link the effect of our growth choices to ever increasing healthcare costs.  It’s time to include this issue prominently in our Greenbelt and Growth plans.  





With your promise to complete a full environmental assessment for the MPH, which was interpreted as also actually determining the need for the highway, I felt I had been heard.  The inclusion of the GTA – Niagara economic corridor in Greenbelt and Growth plans now raises some doubt in my mind.  The corridor runs through some of the most precious, beautiful and environmentally significant areas we have in the Province.  It is home to wetlands and forests, provides habitat for thousands of kinds of wildlife, is scenic, unique, and provides a natural buffer to urban sprawl.  A new corridor / highway through these natural areas will produce smog, affect water quality, and irreversibly destroy incredible natural beauty.  These areas should be preserved for the benefit of all Ontarians, now and forever.





Mr. Premier, you’ve set us on a path to progress in a more sustainable manner.  Please commit to including all suggestions made in this letter and more specifically, to removing references to the poorly planned MPH – Niagara / GTA economic corridor from the Greenbelt plan and Growth plan prior to their finalization.  Let's take the time to ensure that the proper decisions are made for Ontario now and for Ontario's future from a fresh perspective.





Sincerely,








